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Section IV – Landmarks 

1. City of Jacksonville

2. St. Johns River

3. Naval Air Station

4. Epping Forest Yacht Club

5. Florida Yacht Club

6. Baptist Medical Center

7. Jacksonville Landing

8. Jacksonville Municipal Stadium

9. Jacksonville Marine Terminal

10. Jacksonville University

11. Dames Point Bridge
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Jacksonville, commonly known as “River City”, is the largest city in area in the
continental United States and is located on the banks of the St. Johns River
approximately 20 miles from the Atlantic Ocean. 
Facts about Jacksonville: 

• Jacksonville is the 14th largest city in the United States in population with
over 800,000 residents in Duval County

• The Jacksonville metropolitan area, which includes three beach cities and
Clay, Baker, Nassau and St. Johns counties, has a population of more
than 1,348,000 residents.

• The City of Jacksonville covers 841 square miles
• There are three major Interstate Highways running through Jacksonville -

I-95, I-295 and I-10 in addition to four major highways US-1, US-17, US-
90 and US-301

• Divided into four main sections:  Downtown, Southside,  Northside and
Westside

• Established in 1822 and named after Andrew Jackson, the first military
governor of Florda

• Four modern seaport facilities, including America’s newest cruise port,
make Jacksonville a full-service international seaport and the 14th largest
deepwater port in the US

• Over the past three years, JAXPORT’s three public marine terminals han-
dled over 8 million tons of cargo per year 

• Has one of the lowest overall costs of living in Florida and is 92.6% of the
national average

• The median age of Jacksonville residents is 35.3 with an average house-
hold income of $50,475, and a median household income is $40,792.
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The St. Johns River rises in the swamps of Brevard county, southwest of Melbourne, in
the east-central part of the state and flows north for 310 miles,  generally parallel to the
Atlantic coast, until it turns at Jacksonville to empty into the ocean, 20 miles to the east. 
Facts about the St. Johns River: 

• Longest river in the state of Florida and the second longest river in the US that
generally flows North

• Elevation change from the headwaters to the mouth is only about 30 feet
• Alligators, bald eagles, ospreys, stingrays are found living in the river and on its

banks.
• Known for excellent fishing for both freshwater and saltwater/brackish-water

species especially large mouth bass.  Saltwater species include redfish, floun-
der, tarpon, and sea trout.  

• The St. Johns is navigable from Sanford to its mouth, a distance of some 200 miles 
• Lake George is the widest and largest lake on the St. Johns River approximately

12 miles long and six wide and averaging a rather uniform depth of about ten feet
• The river passes through eight lakes and receives many tributaries; the

Oklawaha River, over 120 miles long, is the most important
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The Naval Air Station at Jacksonville is a naval air base whose primary mission is to
provide services and materials to support the aviation activities of the Navy.  The base
is a multi-mission facility hosting more than 100 tenant commands and is the third largest
naval installation in the United States.  The facility is located 13 miles south of the cen-
tral business district of Jacksonville along the scenic St. Johns River
Facts about the Naval Air Station: 

• NAS Jacksonville was officially commissioned on October 15, 1940
• NAS Jacksonville employs more than 23,000 active duty and civilian personnel
• NAS Jacksonville services thousands of retirees and dependents resulting in

more than $2 billion being infused into the local community
• The facility occupies 3,896 acres along the west bank of the St. Johns River
• NAS Jacksonville houses the Commander of the base, Naval Aviation Depot

(NADEP), Patrol Wing 11, Helicopter Anti-Submarine Wing Atlantic, Patrol
Squadron 30, Naval Air Reserve and a Naval Hospital in addition to many other
commands and tenants

• On April 13, 2006, the Navy broke ground on a new 277,000 square foot, $123
million hanger at NAS Jacksonville adding over 1,600 personnel, 33 P-3s and four
C-130s to the facility
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The Epping Forest Yacht Club is located on the east bank of the St. Johns approxi-
mately 10 miles from the center of Jacksonville.  The 25 room mansion was formerly the
residence of Alfred I. Dupont, and is now considered to be one of the finest residential
marina communities in the Jacksonville area.  
Facts about the Epping Forest Yacht Club: 

• In 1926, construction on the mansion began under the supervision of Mr. Dupont
and his architect, Harold Saxelbye. 

• This historic mansion has been recognized as an American landmark by the
United States Department of the Interior, and is included in the “National Register
of Historic Places”

• After the Dupont’s passed away, the Mason family purchased the home and lived
there for more than a decade before it was purchased by the Gate Petroleum
Company

• The club offers three pools, tennis courts, 1200 sq. ft. fitness center, child care
facility, casual and formal dining, Chartroom Lounge in addition to small and large
meeting rooms for all types of weddings, business meetings and conferences

• Marina facility with 68 floating slips that can accommodate vessels from 20’ to 65’
feet in length
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The Florida Yacht Club is located on the west bank of the St. Johns River approxi-
mately 8 miles south of the center of downtown Jacksonville. Since 1876 the club was
organized for the purpose of promoting yachting and social enjoyment and is one of the
country’s oldest private yacht clubs.
Facts about the Florida Yacht Club: 

• FYC held its first meeting on December 18, 1877, in a newly completed facility
located on the St. Johns River at the foot of Market Street

• The original club burned in the great fire of 1901.
• After this catastrophe, the club took up temporary quarters in the 500 block of

Riverside Avenue while the search for a new permanent site began. 
• After a donation of property on the south side of the mouth of Willow Branch

Creek, a formal re-opening of the club was celebrated by a cotillion on
November 28th, 1907, Thanksgiving Day

• In 1928 the club was relocated to a new facility located on a dredged area of
marsh in Venetia, known today as Pirates Cove 

• FYC currently has casual and formal dining rooms,  a lounge, extensive full serv-
ice kitchen facilities, more than 1000 feet of docks and slips, clay tennis courts,
and a health club and swimming pool

• The FYC is host to many district and national regattas and has both wet and dry
storage available with a large fleet of sailing vessels including Opti, Laser,
Thistle, Snipes and J-24s.
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The Baptist Medical Center is a full-service hospital located in downtown Jacksonville
on the south bank of the St. Johns River. It provides a wide range of services that include
cardiology; oncology, women’s health, obstetrics, gynecology, orthopedics and pediatrics
Facts about the Baptist Medical Center:

• Wolfson Children’s Hospital  - a facility within the Baptist Medical Center complex
and the area’s only children’s hospital

• Adjacent to the Baptist Medical Center is Nemours Children’s Clinic, a pediatric
research clinic.

• Baptist Heart Hospital — a state-of-the-art facility within the Baptist Medical
Center that is dedicated to preventing and fighting heart disease with the best pro-
grams, physicians, staff and technology available

• Baptist Medical Center has been designated a Magnet™ hospital- the highest
honor a health care organization can receive for excellence in patient care

• Total number of beds is 583
• Total number of full-time equivalent professional registered nurses is 700
• Baptist Health, the parent corporation, also operates a 122-bed full service med-

ical center in Jacksonville Beach, a 54-bed acute care hospital in Amelia Island
and a new full service hospital in South Jacksonville. 
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The Jacksonville Landing is a waterfront mall located in the heart of Jacksonville on
the Northbank of the St. Johns River.  The Landing is comprised of many unique shops,
dining establishments and live entertainment that showcase the river and Jacksonville’s
southern hospitality. Outdoor concerts and special events take place on a regular basis,
making it a favorite gathering spot in the city for visitors and locals alike. The Landing is
also one of the top visitor attractions in the city, attracting a large share of the 5.18 mil-
lion visitors that visit Jacksonville each year.
Facts about the Jacksonville Landing:

• Over 40 unique shops and boutiques featuring clothing, home furnishings, appar-
el, and toys

• Hosts over 250 events each year from the American Cancer Society Duck Race
to the Florida/Georgia game after-party,

• 11 full-service restaurants — including a sushi bar, Italian bistro, and steak house
— and an internationally flavored food court.

• Water access via water taxi to the Southbank of the river that features the
Jacksonville Maritime Museum, Friendship Fountain and a Museum of Science
and History  

• Long floating dock that allows free 72 hour tie-ups for vessels (no water or elec-
tricity available) 
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Jacksonville Municipal Stadium is the home of the NFL Jacksonville Jaguars and is
located on the St. Johns River in the heart of downtown Jacksonville.  The stadium was
previously known as the Gator Bowl and was almost completely demolished and rebuild
in 19.5 months at a cost of $135 million dollars.  This facility hosts all of the Jaguars
home games in addition to the annual NCAA University of Florida vs. University of
Georgia and Gator Bowl football games.  
Facts about Alltel Stadium:

• Originally named Jacksonville Municipal Stadium
• Jaguars played their first game at the stadium on August 18, 1995
• The stadium will seat over 76,000 sport fans
• The stadium has many amenities including 10,000 club seats and two Touchdown

Clubs that provide more than 65,000 square feet of air-conditioned comfort with a
variety of food and beverage selections 

• Two 60-by-156-foot video/scoreboards are located at both ends of the stadium
• In 1997, Alltel Communications purchased the naming rights to the stadium and

renamed the stadium to Alltel Stadium 
• During the 10th year of operation the stadium was the host site of Super Bowl

XXXIX, the biggest single-day sporting event in the world
• In 2007, the stadium was renamed Jacksonville Municipal Stadium. 
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Talleyrand Marine Terminal is a 173 acre marine terminal located on the St. Johns
River just north of downtown Jacksonville and approximately 21 miles from the mouth of
the river and the Atlantic Ocean.  The terminal primarily handles bulk commodities and
containerized cargoes of frozen and chilled goods, steel, paper and automobiles from the
Caribbean and South America.  
Facts about the Talleyrand Marine Terminal: 

• Terminal has 6 container cranes, two gantry cranes and one 100 ton whirly crane
• On-dock refrigerated & freezer warehousing 
• Foreign Trade Zone status
• Access to three major railroads: CSX, Norfolk Southern and Florida East Coast Railway
• Access to three interstate highways: I-95, I-10 and 1-75
• Three Jaxport terminals handled 8,309,201 tons of cargo from 1800 vessels in 2007
• 713,000 square feet of on-dock warehousing comprised of 120,000 square feet of

refrigerated/freezer space and 593,000 square feet of dry storage
• Depth of 38 feet at MLT along its docks
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Jacksonville University is a four-year, private, co-educational university oriented on the
banks of the St. Johns River.  The university is located just minutes from downtown
Jacksonville, Florida, and North of the Mathews Bridge on the West side of the river.  The
198-acre campus includes a half-mile of riverfront with historic and modern campus
buildings housing programs in more than 70 majors, programs and concentrations.  
Facts about Jacksonville University:

• Student Enrollment is approximately 3,400 with 50 foreign countries and 45 U.S.
states represented 

• Minority students represent approximately 25% of the student population with
equal proportions of men and women

• Seven bachelor’s degrees and more than 70 majors, programs and concentrations
• Graduate programs in nursing, business, education and orthodontics. 
• Adult Degree Program offers classes during evenings and weekends for nontra-

ditional students.
• Average class size is 18 with 79% of the full-time faculty possessing terminal degrees
• 17 Division I athletic teams with nearly 400 students competing in one or more

intercollegiate varsity sports.
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The Dames Point Bridge spans the St. Johns River northeast of downtown
Jacksonville, Florida and connects northern Duval County with the Arlington and
Beaches areas of Jacksonville via Florida Highway 9A. Opened to traffic in 1989, it is an
excellent example of the beautiful simplicity of a cable-stayed bridge.
Facts about Dames Point Bridge

• America’s longest cable-stayed bridge is two miles long, and 175 feet above the
main channel of the river. 

• The central span of the bridge is 1300 feet between the two towers which are 471
feet above the waterline at the top.

• The tower verticals are 7.25 feet thick and 35 feet wide at road level and 15 feet
wide at the pinnacle. 

• Dames Point’s foundations extend roughly 80 feet beneath the surface of the St.
John’s River. The dredged channel underneath the bridge is 38 feet deep at high tide.

• Dames Point Bridge carries six lanes of traffic on a deck 106 feet wide.
• The concrete and steel deck is suspended by 168 steel cables which extend from

the towers and connect to the edge girder of the span at 35 foot intervals. The
cables consist of steel cable sheathed within steel pipe. 

• The longest cable is 720 feet long, the shortest 65. Twenty-one miles of steel
cables are used overall. Over 94,000 cubic yards of concrete were used.

• The formal name for the Dames Point bridge is the Napoleon Bonaparte Broward
Bridge, named after the 19th Governor of Florida from 1905 to 1909.
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